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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, May 2, 2018.  Present were Anthony 

Kinahan, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Vice Chairman; and Denise R. Reyes, Clerk.  Also present were 

David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Tracy Altrich, Assistant Town Administrator.  The meeting 

convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present at this time: 

Sandra Wright, PCC 

Howard Dempsey 

Deborah Cauley 

Neil Conley 

Paula Bunker 

 

 

Chairman Kinahan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Kinahan stated for the public’s information, this meeting will be recorded.  Some and/or all of 

the parts of the meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips may be used separately from the entire meeting.  Chairman Kinahan asked that 

everyone please have their cell phones turned off. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Kinahan stated the first item on the Agenda is Scott Golder, Treasurer, to discuss bonds.  Mr. 

Golder stated last year when the Town purchased the Golf Course, there was not enough time to bond the 

money so the Town did a short-term note. The note it now due June 1st so the Town needs to make a 

decision as to how to pay for it.  Mr. Golder researched several avenues of repayment.  Robert W. Beard 

& Co. won the bid and has been determined to be the best for the Town.   

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the terms and conditions of the bond as presented by Mr. Golder, Ms. 

Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review the meeting minutes of April 4, 2018, April 18, 2018 and 

April 23, 2018, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of March 7, 2018 and March 21, 2018, Chairman 

Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to proclaim June 10, 2018 Race Amity Day in West Bridgewater, Mr. Moreira 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept Mr. Fiorentino’s Letter of Resignation, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the resignations in lieu of a response of:  Lynn Santiago-Collins, Cultural 

Council; Stephen Hobbs, Street Lighting Committee; and Joseph Souza, Fence Viewer, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the Agenda is the Articles to be placed on the Warrant for the Annual 

Town Meeting.  Chairman Kinahan explained this is not to recommend them to the Town, it is just to 

place them on the Warrant. 
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Mr. Gagne gave a brief description of each Article. 

The process by which the Town will select a new Town Moderator 

Consent Article 

Consent Article 

Cover our current snow and ice deficit which is about $175,000 to $180,000 

Determine salaries for elected positions 

Town Budget 

Assessors and what the exemptions would be 

Authorization from the Town to borrow Chapter 90 funds and pay it off when the funds are available 

Allows residents to borrow funds through the Board of Health at a very low interest rate for septic issues  

CPC Article, appropriations and reserves 

$125,000 is to be spent at War Memorial Park to continue that project 

$25,000 to be spent at War Memorial Park for the fish passage 

$20,000 to the Old Bridgewater Historical Commission 

$15,000 to Town Clerk to continue their preservation 

$10,000 to Assessors for them to continue their evaluation 

$100,000 towards the Town’s OPEB liability 

Joint WEB (West Bridgewater, East Bridgewater and Bridgewater) Task Force for a police action in 

reference to drug enforcement 

Purchase a cruiser for the Police Department 

To purchase a canine vehicle for the Police Department 

To purchase a stainless steel sander for $18,000  

To purchase a new 10-foot dump body for the DPW  

To purchase a bobcat planer which will help with Town roads when paving is necessary 

To purchase 9 overhead garage doors totaling $55,000 for DPW  

To purchase protective clothing for the Fire Department 

To purchase a forest fire skid plate 

To start a sidewalk fund.   

Place $30,000 into the Municipal Building Needs Fund 

East Street/East Center Street Traffic Light 
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Library roof repairs 

Howard Street School repairs 

Fund a School Resource Officer 

Reference to a general by-law in reference to the Finance Committee.  Mr. Gagne is recommending this 

Article be rescinded. 

Animal Control requested by the Town Clerk 

Amend Revolving Fund for Golf Course 

Vote to ban non-medical marijuana establishments 

If the vote to ban non-medical marijuana establishments does not pass, the Town has the right to impose 

an excise tax of 3% on non-medical marijuana establishments 

Vote to amend the Town’s Zoning By-laws by adding a section for Marijuana Establishments  

Ms. Reyes had some comments to the proposed By-law.  Ms. Reyes explained that since this language 

was built around a medical marijuana facility, she felt it needed to be stronger language because it is 

dealing with a different type of facility. 

Section 7.9.5.1: The building needs to be alarmed and secured. 

Section 7.9.5.4: The hours of operation should be limited to not being able to open before 10:00 a.m. and  

  closed on Sundays. 

Section 7.9.5.7: Should also include recreational establishments and restaurants 

Section 7.9.5.9: The distance should be changed from 500 feet to 1,000 feet in all instances 

Section 7.9.6.2: Should include a research facility 

Section 7.9.6.3: Should include telephone numbers and email addresses for all owners of facilities.  Also  

  would like to see included the Articles of Organization or Corporate Charter 

Mr. Gagne suggested the Town write a letter to the Planning Board stating the Board of Selectmen’s 

comments on their sections of the By-laws.  The Planning Board is holding a Public Hearing on May 23rd 

and the comments can be made part of the Hearing. 

General By-law from the Police Department, people do not have the right to ingest or consume marijuana 

in any public places in Town 

Revolving Funds 

From the Conservation Commission, if someone is in violation of the new EPA stormwater regulations, 

they will have the authority to place a lien 

From the Police Department, to create a separate account so that when a police officer or firefighter is 

injured on duty, the establishment will continue to pay the injured worker rather than take it out of their 

budget 

From the Planning Board, to accept Woodrow Lane as a public road. 
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Ms. Reyes had a question regarding the Article putting a lien on property regarding the stormwater and 

management systems. She would like to know; would it be a residential homeowner that would be 

responsible?  Mr. Gagne stated he has not spoken with the Conservation Agent so the answer will be 

forthcoming.  Mr. Gagne did state that, residential or commercial, everyone must be compliant with the 

EPA and no one is allowed to have their runoff water go into a public way or into a neighboring property. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to have all Articles placed on the Warrant, Annual Town Meeting, excluding the 

Finance Committee By-law, subject to any further revisions by Town Counsel, Ms. Reyes seconded, and 

so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Kinahan recommended that regarding the Finance Committee, that be taken off the Warrant 

and discuss reforming this Article at a later date. 

Chairman Kinahan stated the Board will go back to the Zoning By-laws for marijuana establishments.  

Chairman Kinahan explained the language changes should be left for Town Counsel to review.   

Chairman Kinahan stated regarding the issue in Section 7.9.5.9 regarding changing 500 feet to 1,000 feet, 

he did not like the fact of it being inconsistent with the medical marijuana by-law.  Mr. Gagne stated that 

he spoke with the Chairman of the Planning Board, Hugh Hurley.  Mr. Gagne explained you cannot use 

zoning as a backway of preventing an establishment from opening in Town.  Because the Town has 

already restricted these facilities to the industrial area, to add an additional 1,000 feet from the 500 feet, 

the Chairman of the Planning Board felt it would not legally pass.  Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Hurley felt 500 

feet is an accepted distance as a setback requirement with the Attorney General and the Town should 

remain consistent with that. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to pass along her recommendations of having 1,000 feet to the Planning Board and 

let the Planning Board decide in the end what the final distance will be.  Also, to pass along her 

recommendation of adding restaurant or recreational facility to Section 7.9.5.7 to add clarification, add 

research facility to Section 7.9.6.2, add telephone numbers and email addresses to Section 7.9.6.3, Mr. 

Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne stated at the last election, the Town residents voted in a non-binding resolution to ban the right 

for marijuana establishments to exist in Town.  If marijuana is banned at Town Meeting, the Zoning By-

law will not be acted on. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the Agenda is Samoset Rod & Gun Club’s Request for a Special Permit 

for its Annual Parking Lot Party on May 27, 2018.  Mr. Moreira stated he will recuse himself from this 

issue as he is on the Board of the Samoset Rod & Gun Club.  Mr. Gagne stated the Town just received 

approval from the ABCC so there is no action required by the Board on this issue. 

Chairman Kinahan then stated next is the list of proposed FY’19 Appointments to be taken under 

advisement by the Board.  He stated it will be put on the Agenda for the next meeting to be voted on. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the Agenda are the activities the Board will be responsible for at the 

Memorial Day Commemorative Service to be held on May 28, 2018.  Ms. Reyes stated that she will be 

out of state on that day. 

Chairman Kinahan MOVED to have the responsibilities as follows: 

  Welcome:  Eldon Moreira 

  Address:  Anthony Kinahan 
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  Reading of Honor Roll:  Anthony Kinahan 

  Wreath Laying:  Eldon Moreira 

Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Kinahan stated next on the Agenda is the Town Meeting Educational Video.  Ms. Reyes stated 

she spoke with Jim Benson, the previous Town Moderator, about producing an educational video that 

explains the whole process of the Town Meeting.  It would be for people who are interested in learning 

how the Town Meeting works, to talk on the floor, to ask a question, or to discuss a budget.  Ms. Reyes 

felt that most residents do not understand Robert’s Rules of Order.  She felt if residents understood the 

process better, they would be more comfortable participating.  The Board asked Neil Conley if he would 

help with the making of this video and he agreed.  Both Chairman Kinahan and Mr. Moreira stated they 

would be willing to help also.  Mr. Gagne suggested Town Counsel would be an expert on the rules that 

should be followed.  He also suggested contacting a few past moderators in Town as are very 

knowledgeable in this area. 

Chairman Kinahan asked Ms. Reyes if she would be responsible for reaching out to volunteers and 

working with people to have the video made.  Ms. Reyes stated yes, she would take on the responsibility 

of having the video made. 

Chairman Kinahan stated the Town Clerk submitted a list of election workers for the Board’s approval. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the list as provided by the Town Clerk, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne stated an update on the Boston Post Cane.  Mr. Gagne stated unfortunately the recipient of the 

Award has passed away and the Historical Commission is working on identifying the next recipient.  

Once the next recipient is notified, the Board will hold the ceremony as is normally done. 

Chairman Kinahan stated he has been a member of the Plymouth County Advisory Board for the past 2 

years.  He explained it is usually the newest member of the Board of Selectmen who holds the position.  

Chairman Kinahan asked Ms. Reyes if she would like to accept the position on the Plymouth County 

Advisory Board.  Ms. Reyes stated she would gladly accept the appointment and will be attending their 

next meeting on May 31st. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Ms. Reyes as a member of the Plymouth County Advisory Board, Ms. 

Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Ms. Altrich stated Eclectic Collection Yard Sale is requesting two days to hold an outside yard sale.  

There is a restriction on their license from holding outdoor displays.  They are requesting a waiver on 

their license to hold the outdoor yard sales.  The Building Department has approved this request.  

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the waiver on Eclectic Collection’s license and allow an outdoor yard 

sale on June 10, 2018 and September 2, 2018, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Police Department is requesting to participate in the October 2018 Promotional 

Examination.  Mr. Gagne stated the Police Department does not have an available sergeant list at this time 

and the list is good for 2 years.  This list will give the Police flexibility in case there is a need to use it. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Police Department’s request to participate in October 2018 

Promotional Examination, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
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 Chairman Kinahan stated Chris Iannitelli, Director of DPW, is requesting to carry-over vacation time 

which he was unable to use this year. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve Chris Iannitelli’s request to carry-over vacation time, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

During Public Comment Period, Neil Conley from the audience spoke.  He stated he would like to know 

how much free cash is available in the Town to take care of the Articles.  He next stated there is so much 

construction going on in Town, he wonders how one man, the Building Inspector, can handle all the 

work.  He feels there should be 2 people to handle the work. 

Mr. Moreira stated he has spoken with the Building Inspector and stated the Building Inspector is fine, he 

can handle the work, what he needs is a secretary. 

Neil Conley next stated he would like to see PowerPoint at the Town Meeting so everyone can see along 

with hearing what’s going on with the Town. 

Mr. Gagne stated to Mr. Conley there is $779,350 available in free cash which is being allocated to 

reduce the school debt and the rest will go to capital budget items. 

Ms. Reyes asked that the envelope the Selectmen are given each meeting to sign which contain bills for 

the Town should have a detail page attached which summarizes the contents of the envelope.  She stated 

her first meeting, there was no detail attached and she would like to see the backup from that date.  Ms. 

Reyes also questioned why there were gasoline charges from the school and also under school payroll, 

there is a lump sum charge of $43,000 for professional salaries.  Ms. Reyes would like to have more detail 

as to what this charge is for. 

Chairman Kinahan suggested Ms. Reyes discuss these issues offline with Mr. Gagne. 

Mr. Gagne stated that he approved two requests to Use Town Roads.  One was for the High School 

Scholarship Drive on May 12, 2018 and the other was from Open Space & Recreation Committee for a 

River Walk to be held on June 3, 2018. 

Mr. Gagne then discussed the process of filling the vacancy of Town Moderator.  He stated that at the 

Town Meeting, the Town Clerk will open the meeting and preside over the meeting.  The Town Clerk 

will then call for an election for moderator.  Assuming only one person is nominated and seconded, the 

Town Clerk will have the ability to ask for a ballot vote that she can cast on her own on behalf of that 

person.  If there are multiple people who would like to be Town Moderator, there will be an election 

which must be a ballot election, it cannot be a voice vote.  If there is no one that wishes to be Moderator, 

then by default, the Town Clerk becomes Moderator, then you would have to elect someone on the floor 

to be acting Town Clerk.  The hope is that someone will want to be Town Moderator and will be elected.  

That person will only be Moderator for that night.  If there is a Special Town Meeting that night, the same 

process will need to be done to have a Moderator for the Special Town Meeting. 

Mr. Gagne stated the last item on the Agenda is a list of open lawsuits.  Mr. Gagne provided the list to the 

Board.  

Chairman Kinahan entertained a motion to enter into Executive Session and not to return to Open Session 

to discuss strategy with respect to potential litigation specifically Peterson Puritan Incorporated Superfund 

Site, Cumberland, Rhode Island vs. Town of West Bridgewater, since in his opinion as Chair strategizing 

in open session would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town.  This required a 

roll call vote. 
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Moreira, yes.  Reyes, yes.  Kinahan, yes. 

At 8:30 p.m. Chairman Kinahan stated the meeting is adjourned and will be entering into Executive 

Session. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Haggerty, Confidential Secretary 

 

 List of documents in the May 2, 2018 Meeting Packet: 

 Vote of the Board of Selectmen 

 Minutes of Meeting of April 4, 2018 

 Minutes of Meeting of April 18, 2018 

 Minutes of Meeting of April 23, 2018 

 Minutes of Meeting of March 7, 2018 

 Minutes of Meeting of March 21, 2018 

 Proclamation for Race Amity Day – Annually Second Sunday in June 

 Resignation of Thomas Fiorentino from Municipal Building Needs Committee 

 Resignation of Lynn Santiago-Calling from the Cultural Council 

 Resignation of Stephen Hobbs from the Street Lighting Committee 

 Resignation of Joseph Souza as Fence Viewer 

 Draft Annual Town Meeting Warrant Articles 

 Request from Samoset Rod & Gun Club, Inc. for Special Permit 

 List of Proposed FY’19 Appointments 

 Memorial and Veterans’ Day Commemorative Services 

 Memo to Board of Selectmen re Activities to be Assigned to Board Members 

 List of Election Workers 

 Application for Waiver of License Restriction for Yard Sales by Eclectic Collection 

 Request of Police Department to Participate in October 2018 Promotional Examination 

 Memo from Director of DPW re Vacation Request 

 Request to Use Town Roads by West Bridgewater High School 

 Request to Use Town Roads by Open Space & Recreation Committee 

 Legal Opinion Regarding the Town Moderator Vacancy 

 Memo from Town Administrator to Board of Selectmen re Current Open Litigation 


